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President Obama has issued a statement following the announcement for the Special Tribunal for Lebanon.

The President said;
"I welcome the announcement by the Office of the Prosecutor for the Special Tribunal for Lebanon today that he has filed
an indictment relating to the assassination of former Prime Minister Rafiq Hariri and 22 others. This action represents an
important step toward ending the era of impunity for murder in Lebanon, and achieving justice for the Lebanese people.
"I know that this is a significant and emotional time for the Lebanese people, and we join the international community in
calling on all Lebanese leaders and factions to preserve calm and exercise restraint. The United States is a strong friend
of Lebanon and we stand steadfastly with others in support of Lebanese sovereignty, independence, and stability.
"The Special Tribunal for Lebanon must be allowed to continue its work, free from interference and coercion. That is the
way to advance the search for the truth, the cause of justice, and the future of Lebanon. Those who have tried to
manufacture a crisis and force a choice between justice or stability in Lebanon are offering a false choice, as the
Lebanese people have a right to both justice and stability, and efforts to undercut the STL only legitimize its efforts and
suggest its opponents have something to hide.
"Any attempt to fuel tensions and instability, in Lebanon or in the region, will only undermine the very freedom and
aspirations that the Lebanese people seek and that so many nations support. At this critical moment, all friends of
Lebanon must stand with the people of Lebanon."
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